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57 ABSTRACT

An integrated circuit device comprises at least one digital to
analogue converter module. The DAC module includes at
least one current replicator component having a first channel
terminal, a second channel terminal and a reference voltage
terminal arranged to receive a reference voltage signal; the at
least one current replicator component being arranged to
moderate a current flowing between the first and second chan-
nel terminals based at least partly on the received reference
voltage signal. The DAC module also includes at least one
filter component coupled to the reference voltage terminal to
perform filtering of the reference voltage signal.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT DEVICE AND
METHOD OF DYNAMICALLY MODIFYING
AT LEAST ONE CHARACTERISTIC WITHIN
A DIGITAL TO ANALOGUE CONVERTER
MODULE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The field of this invention relates to an integrated circuit
device, a digital to analogue converter module and a method
of' dynamically modifying at least one characteristic within a
digital to analogue converter module.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is known for current steering digital to analogue convert-
ers (DACs) to be used to control biasing of highly critical
radio frequency (RF) elements in wireless communication
units and applications. Such current steering DACs are
required to have ultra low noise characteristics. In particular,
ultra low flicker noise levels are necessary when such a DAC
is used in order to control output power of a power amplifier
in, say, a radar system.

A conventional technique for achieving low frequency
noise conditions for a current steering DAC is to use a passive
RC (resistance-capacitance) filter on the reference voltage of
a current mirror within the DAC. The higher the RC product
of'the RC filter, the lower the low frequency noise character-
istics. However, a problem with such a technique is that the
higher the RC product of the RC filter, the higher is the time
constant thereof and, thus, the greater the length of time is
required to recover a stable state when the DAC digital input
code is changing. Thus, a high RC product within the RC filter
limits the speed of the DAC.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an integrated circuit device,
a digital to analogue converter module and a method of
dynamically modifying at least one characteristic within a
digital to analogue converter module as described in the
accompanying claims.

Specific embodiments of the invention are set forth in the
dependent claims.

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent
from and elucidated with reference to the embodiments
described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further details, aspects and embodiments of the invention
will be described, by way of example only, with reference to
the drawings. In the drawings, like reference numbers are
used to identify like or functionally similar elements. Ele-
ments in the figures are illustrated for simplicity and clarity
and have not necessarily been drawn to scale.

FIG. 1 shows a simplified block diagram of a first example
of a digital to analogue converter module.

FIG. 2 shows a simplified block diagram of second
example of a digital to analogue converter module.

FIG. 3 shows a simplified signal diagram of an example of
some of the signals within the example of FIG. 2

FIG. 4 shows a simplified block diagram of an third
example of a digital to analogue converter module.

FIG. 5 shows a simplified signal diagram of an example of
some of the signals within the example of FIG. 4
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2

FIG. 6 shows a simplified flowchart of an example of a
method of dynamically modifying at least one characteristic
within a digital to analogue converter module.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Examples of the present invention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In particular,
examples of the present invention being implemented within
digital to analogue (DAC) converters comprising a typical
current mirror arrangement are described herein and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings. However, it will be
appreciated that the present invention is not limited to the
particular embodiments herein described, and may be equally
applied to alternative DAC arrangements in which, for
example, a reference voltage is used to moderate one or more
current components. Furthermore, because the illustrated
embodiments of the present invention may, for the most part,
be implemented using electronic components and circuits
known to those skilled in the art, details will not be explained
in any greater extent than that considered necessary as illus-
trated below, for the understanding and appreciation of the
underlying concepts of the present invention and in order not
to obfuscate or distract from the teachings of the present
invention.

Referring first to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a simplified
block diagram of an example of a digital to analogue con-
verter (DAC) module 110. In the illustrated example, the
DAC module 110 is located within an integrated circuit
device, indicated generally at 100, and may be adapted for
controlling a biasing current within, say, a radio frequency
device/wireless communication unit. The DAC module 110
comprises a number of current replicator components, illus-
trated generally at 140. Each current replicator component
140 comprises a first channel terminal 142, a second channel
terminal 144 and a reference voltage terminal 146 that is
arranged to receive a reference voltage signal 135. Each cur-
rent replicator component 140 is arranged to moderate a
respective current component 152, 154, 156 flowing between
the first and second channel terminals 142, 144 thereof, based
at least partly on the received reference voltage signal 135.

In the illustrated example, the DAC module 110 comprises
an even number, 2z with n representing a positive integer,
current replicator components 140. The first channel terminal
142 of each current replicator component 140 is operably
coupled to a current node 190 via a controllable switching
component 172, 174, 176. The switching components 172,
174, 176 are arranged receive respective bit signals 182, 184,
186 of a digital input signal for the DAC module 110, and to
selectively couple the first channel terminals 142 of the
respective current replicator components 140 to the current
node 190, in accordance with the received respective bit sig-
nals 182, 184, 186. Thus, for the illustrated example, for the
2# current replicator components 140 there are 27 respective
switching components, and therefore 27 bit signals within the
digital input of the DAC module 110. In this manner, a DAC
current 150 flowing through the current node 190 comprises
the sum of the current components 152, 154, 156 flowing
through the respective current replicator components 140 that
have been selectively coupled to the current node 190 by the
respective switching components 172, 174, 176, in accor-
dance with the received bit signal 182, 184 186 of the digital
input.

In the illustrated example, the current replicator compo-
nents 140 comprise weighted moderation characteristics (e.g.
weighted resistive characteristics) such that the current com-
ponents 152,154, 156 that are able to flow through the current
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replicator components 140 are weighted according to the
‘significance’ of the respective bit signal 182, 184, 186. For
example, the current replicator component coupled to the
switching component that receives the most significant bit of
the digital input signal can provide the largest current,
whereas the switching component that receives the least sig-
nificant bit of the digital input signal can be provide the
smallest current.

The shown example of a DAC module 110 further com-
prises at least one filter component 160 operably coupled to
the reference voltage terminals 146 of the current replicator
components 140 and arranged to perform filtering of the
reference voltage signal 135. In this manner, by filtering the
reference voltage signal 135 that is provided to the reference
voltage terminals 146 of the replicator components 140, noise
introduced into the current components 152, 154, 156 may be
reduced. In the illustrated example, the filter component 160
comprises a passive RC (resistance-capacitance) filter, as
generally illustrated.

In the illustrated example, the DAC module 110 further
comprises at least one current reference component 120 com-
prising a first channel terminal 122, a second channel terminal
124 and a reference voltage terminal 126. The current refer-
ence component 120 is arranged to generate the reference
voltage signal 135 at the reference voltage terminal 126
thereof, based at least partly on a reference current 130 flow-
ing between the first and second channel terminals 122, 124
thereof. As such, the filter component 160 is operably coupled
between the reference voltage terminal 126 of the current
reference component 120 and the reference voltage terminals
146 of each current replicator component 140. Thus, the
current reference component 120 and each current replicator
component 140 cooperate to form a current mirror arrange-
ment, with the filter component 160 filtering the reference
voltage there between.

The RC filter may be configured to achieve a desired RC
product thereof, for example by way of a control signal 165.
The higherthe RC product of such an RC filter, the greater the
reduction of low frequency noise characteristics. However,
the higher the RC product of the RC filter, the higher the time
constant thereof and, thus, the greater the length of time that
is required to recover a stable state when the DAC digital
input code is changing. Accordingly, such a static configura-
tion technique typically involves a trade-off between low
noise characteristics and stable state recovery time.

Referring to FIG. 2, there is illustrated a further example of
the DAC module 110. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the
DAC module 110 comprises in addition to the circuitry of the
example of FIG. 1, at least one filter control module 210. The
at least one filter control module 210 is arranged to detect a
state change of the digital input.

The operation of the filter control module 210 will in the
following be described using, as an example of a state change
detection, detection of at least one edge within one or more bit
signals 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of the DAC module
110, and dynamically modify at least one characteristic of the
filter component 160 in response to the detection. However, it
will be apparent that a state change of the digital input may be
detected in any other suitable manner.

The at least one filter control module 210 may cause the
filter component 160 to operate in a transition mode, upon
detection of at least one edge within the bit signals 182, 184,
186 of the digital input of the DAC module 110. In this
manner, upon detection of an edge within the bit signals 182,
184,186, e.g. when the digital input value of the DAC module
110 is changing, one or more characteristics of the filter
component 160 may be temporarily modified. Accordingly,
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the filter component 160, and thereby the DAC module 110,
may be dynamically configured during periods of transition
for the bit signals 182, 184, 186 within the digital input to
temporarily operate in a different mode. For example, one or
more characteristics of the filter component 160 may be tem-
porarily modified to reduce, say, a time constant of the filter
component 160, thereby enabling the DAC module 110 to
more quickly recover to a stable state following the digital
input value change. Accordingly, the DAC module 110 may
be dynamically configured to operate in a fast recovery phase
during periods of transition for the bit signals 182, 184, 186
within the digital input.

The filter control module 210 may further be arranged to
cause the filter component 160 to operate in a stable state
mode when an edge is not detected within the bit signals 182,
184, 186, e.g. after the digital input value of the DAC module
110 has changed and is subsequently constant. In this manner,
when no edge is detected within the bit signals 182, 184, 186
of the digital input, e.g. when the digital input value of the
DAC module 110 is substantially constant, the one or more
characteristics of the filter component 160 may be configured
to, for example, improve the low frequency noise character-
istics of'the DAC module 110. Accordingly, the DAC module
110 may be dynamically configured to operate in a low noise
phase during periods of substantially constant and stable bit
signals 182, 184, 186 within the digital input.

In the illustrated example, the filter control module 210 is
arranged to dynamically modify a series resistance character-
istic of the filter component 160, and in particular to dynami-
cally reduce a series resistance characteristic of the filter
component 160 upon detection of at least one edge within the
bit signals 182, 184, 186 of the digital input. For example, the
filter component 160 may comprise one or more controllable
switching elements, such as illustrated generally at 164, oper-
ably coupled in parallel with one or more series resistance
elements of the filter component 160, such as illustrated gen-
erally at 162. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the controllable switch-
ing element(s) 164 may be arranged to selectively create a
reduced resistance circuit across the respective series resis-
tance element(s) 162 in accordance with one or more control
signals 165 output by the filter control module 210. In this
manner, the controllable switching element(s) 164 is
arranged to selectively configure (in accordance with the
control signal(s) 165) the filter component 160 to comprise
either: a first, higher series resistance whereby the configu-
ration filter component 160 operates in a first, low noise
mode; and a second, lower series resistance, whereby the
configuration filter component 160 operates in a second,
faster recovery mode.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the filter control mod-
ule 210 comprises a plurality of edge detector components
220, each edge detector component 220 being arranged to
detect at least one edge within at least one bit signal 182, 184,
186 of the digital input of the DAC module 110. Such a digital
edge detector may be implemented using, for example, alogic
inverter, a delay and a two-input logic gate arranged to gen-
erate an active signal when its two inputs have identical
logical values; for example an XNOR or XOR gate depending
on active level polarity. The first input of the two inputs gate
may be directly connected to the input of the edge detector
220. The second input may be connected to the input of the
edge detector 220 through the digital inverter followed by the
digital delay: thus the second input is a delayed inverted
image of the signal at the input of the edge detector 220.

The filter control module 210 is arranged to dynamically
modify at least one characteristic of the filter component 160
upon detection of at least one edge within at least one bit



US 9,094,032 B2

5

signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of the DAC module
110 by at least one of the edge detector components 220. In
particular for the illustrated example, each edge detector
component 220 is arranged to output an edge detection signal
225 comprising an indication of whether an edge has been
detected within the respective bit signal 182, 184, 186. The
filter control module 210 further comprises an OR gate 230,
the OR gate 230 being arranged to receive the indication 225
output by each edge detector component 220 of whether an
edge has been detected, and to output a control signal 165 to
dynamically modify at least one characteristic of the filter
component 160 upon at least one edge detector component
220 outputting an indication of an edge being detected within
arespective bit signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of the
DAC module 110.

As will be appreciated, whilst an OR gate has been illus-
trated and described in the example of FIG. 2, other logic
arrangements for converting the indications 225 output by the
edge detector components 220 into the control signal 165
may be implemented. For example, the OR gate 230 may be
replaced with, say, a NOR gate; in which case the logical
polarity of the switching element(s) within the filter compo-
nent 160 may be inverted accordingly.

FIG. 3 illustrates a simplified signal diagram of an example
of' some of the signals within the DAC module 110 of FIG. 2.
A digital input signal for the DAC module 110, comprising
the bit signals 182, 184, 186, is illustrated at 310. The signal
diagram of FIG. 3 starts with a transition period 312 within
the digital input signal 310, for example triggered by an active
edge within a clock signal (not shown). During this first
transition period 312, a transition occurs within the digital
input signal 310 whereby one or more of the bit signals 182,
184, 186 changes state, and thus comprises an edge. As
described above, the filter control module 210 is arranged to
output a control signal 165 to dynamically modify at least one
characteristic of the filter component 160 upon at least one
edge being detected within at least one of the bit signals 182,
184, 186 of the digital input 310 of the DAC module 110.
Accordingly, and as indicated at 362, during the transition
period 312 when an edge is present within one or more of the
bit signal(s) 182, 184, 186, the control signal 165 comprises a
transition mode state, which in the illustrated example com-
prises a ‘1” or ‘HIGH’ state.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the transition mode
state indicated at 362 (of FIG. 3) of the control signal 165
causes the controllable switching element 164 to create a
reduced resistance circuit across the series resistance ele-
ments 162 of the filter component 160. In this manner, the
transition mode state indicated at 362 of the control signal 165
causes the filter component 160 to be configured to comprise
a lower series resistance, whereby the filter component 160
operates in a faster recovery mode. As such, because the filter
component 160 is configured to operate in a faster recovery
mode, the DAC module 110 is able to more quickly recover a
stable state following a transition within the input signal 310.
Nevertheless, and as indicated at 322 of FIG. 3, such a faster
recovery mode may result in relatively high noise character-
istics for the DAC module 110.

Following the transition period 312, the input signal 310
enters a stable state period 313 within the digital input signal
310. During this stable state period 313 no transitions occur
within the digital input signal 310, and thus no edges will
occur within the bit signals 182, 184, 186. For the illustrated
example, during the stable state period 313, the filter control
module 210 of FIG. 2 is arranged to cause the filter compo-
nent 160 to operate in a stable state mode, since no edges will
be detected within the bit signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital
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input 310. Accordingly, during the stable state period 313
when no edges are present within the bit signals 182, 184,
186, the control signal 165 comprises a stable mode state 363,
which in the illustrated example comprises a ‘0’ or ‘LOW’
state.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, the stable mode state
363 (of FIG. 3) of the control signal 165 causes the control-
lable switching element 164 to disconnect the reduced resis-
tance circuit across the series resistance element 162 of the
filter component 160. In this manner, the stable mode state
363 of the control signal 165 causes the filter component 160
to be configured to comprise a higher series resistance,
whereby the filter component 160 operates in a low noise
mode. As such, during the stable state period 313 within the
digital signal 310, the low noise mode enables relatively low
noise characteristics to be achieved for the DAC module 110.

After a complete clock cycle (not shown), a second transi-
tion period 314 occurs within the digital input signal 310.
Once again, during this second transition period 314, a tran-
sition occurs within the digital input signal 310 whereby one
ormore of the bitsignals 182, 184, 186 changes state, and thus
comprises an edge. As a result, during this second transition
period 314, the filter control module 210 configures the con-
trol signal 165 to comprise a transition mode state, as indi-
cated at 364. Thus, during this second transition period 314,
the filter component 160 is configured to operate in the faster
recovery mode, thereby enabling the DAC module 110 to
more quickly recover a stable state following the transition
within the input signal 310.

Following the transition period 314, the input signal 310
again enters a stable state period 315 within the digital input
signal 310. Once again, during this second stable state period
315, the filter control module 210 configures the control
signal 165 to comprise a stable mode state, as indicated at
365. Thus, during this second stable state period 315, the filter
component 160 is configured to operate in the low noise
mode, enabling relatively low noise characteristics to be
achieved for the DAC module 110.

An average noise level for the DAC module 110 is illus-
trated at 330. By dynamically configuring the characteristics
of the filter component 160 based on the detection of edges
within the input signal 310 as described above, the DAC
module 110 is capable of being dynamically configurable to
operate in a first, fast recovery mode and a second, low noise
mode in a substantially optimised manner. Although during
transition periods 312, 314 for the input signal 310 the DAC
module 110 may be configured to operate in a relatively high
noise mode, the average noise characteristics over a complete
clock cycle remains relatively low, as illustrated generally at
332, by virtue of the relatively long stable state periods 313,
315 between such transition periods 312, 314.

Advantageously, during a transition period whereby no
transition occurs within the digital input signal 310, such as
illustrated at 316, none of the bit signals 182, 184, 186 of the
digital input signal 310 will change state. As such, during
such a transition period 316 the filter control module 210 may
continue to configure the control signal 165 to comprise the
stable mode state 365. Thus, during this ‘transitionless’ tran-
sition period 316, the filter component 160 remains config-
ured to operate in the low noise mode, enabling relatively low
noise characteristics to be maintained for the DAC module
110. Thus, for clock cycles for which the transition period
comprises no transition, such as transition period 316, the
average noise level for the DAC module 110 over that clock
cycle may be further reduced, as indicated 334, without sub-
stantially impacting on the overall system performance.
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Referring now to FIG. 4, there is illustrated a still further
example ofthe DAC module 110. In the example illustrated in
FIG. 4, the DAC module 110 comprises alternative examples
of a filter control module 410, and a filter component 460. The
filter control module 410 comprises a plurality of edge detec-
tor components 220, each edge detector component 220 being
arranged to detect at least one edge within at least one bit
signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of the DAC module
110. The filter control module 410 is arranged to dynamically
modify at least one characteristic of the filter component 460
upon detection of at least one edge within at least one bit
signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of the DAC module
110 by at least one of the edge detector components 220. In
particular for the illustrated example of FIG. 4, each edge
detector component 220 is arranged to output an edge detec-
tion signal 225 comprising an indication of whether an edge
has been detected within the respective bit signal 182, 184,
186. The filter control module 410 is arranged to output a
plurality of control signals 452, 454, 456 comprising the edge
detection signals 225 to weightedly modify at least one char-
acteristic of the at least one filter component 460 upon detec-
tion of at least one edge within at least one bit signal 182, 184,
186 of the digital input of the DAC module 110 by at least one
of the edge detector components 220.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the DAC module 110
comprises a filter component 460 comprising a plurality of
series resistance elements 462, 464, 466. The filter compo-
nent 460 further comprises a plurality of controllable switch-
ing elements 472, 474, 476. Each controllable switching ele-
ment 472, 474, 476 is operably coupled in parallel with at
least one of the series resistance elements 462, 464, 466, and
arranged to selectively create a reduced resistance circuit
across the respective series resistance element(s) 462, 464,
466 in accordance with one or more of the control signals 452,
454, 456 output by the filter control module 410. In this
manner, the controllable switching elements 472, 474, 476
may be arranged to selectively configure (in accordance with
the control signal(s) 452, 454, 456) an operational mode of
the filter component 460, and in particular to configure the RC
product of the filter component 460, and thus to configure the
stable state recovery time and noise characteristics of the
DAC module 110.

In the illustrated example of FIG. 4, the series resistance
elements 462, 464, 466 are arranged to comprise weighted
resistance values; for example, and as illustrated, a first series
resistance element 462 is arranged to comprise a resistance R,
a second series resistance element 464 is arranged to com-
prise a resistance 2*R, and so on through to a 2n” series
resistance element 466, which is arranged to comprise a resis-
tance 2n*R. Furthermore, each controllable switching ele-
ment 472,474,476 is arranged to receive a control signal 452,
454, 456 comprising the edge detection signal corresponding
to a respective bit signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input of
the DAC module 110. That is to say, in the illustrated
example, the controllable switching element 472 operably
coupled in parallel with the smallest resistance R 462 is
arranged to receive a control signal 452 comprising the edge
detection signal corresponding to the least significant bit sig-
nal 182 of the digital input of the DAC module 110; the
controllable switching element 474 operably coupled in par-
allel with the second smallest resistance 2*R 464 is arranged
to receive a control signal 454 comprising the edge detection
signal corresponding to the second least significant bit signal
184 of the digital input of the DAC module 110; and so on
through to the controllable switching element 476 operably
coupled in parallel with the largest resistance 2n*R 466,
which is arranged to receive a control signal 456 comprising
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the edge detection signal corresponding to the most signifi-
cantbit signal 186 of the digital input of the DAC module 110.
In this manner, the filter control module 410 is arranged to
weightedly modify the RC product of the filter component
460 such that the amount by which the RC product of the filter
component 460 is modified is directly related to the number
and ‘significance’ of the bit signals 182, 184, 186 within
which edges are detected.

FIG. 5 illustrates a simplified signal diagram of an example
of' some of the signals within the DAC module 110 of FIG. 4.
A digital input signal for the DAC module 110 comprising the
bit signals 182, 184, 186 is illustrated at 510. The signal
diagram of FIG. 5 starts with a transition period 512 within
the digital input signal 510, for example triggered by an active
edge within a clock signal (not shown). During this first
transition period 512, a transition occurs within the digital
input signal 510 whereby one or more of the bit signals 182,
184, 186 changes state, and thus comprises an edge. As
described above, the filter control module 410 is arranged to
output control signals 452, 454, 456, illustrated generally at
452-456 in FIG. 5, to dynamically modify the RC product
characteristics of the filter component 460 upon at least one
edge being detected within at least one of the bit signals 182,
184, 186 of the digital input 510 of the DAC module 110.
Accordingly, and as indicated at 562, during the transition
period 512 when an edge is present within one or more of the
bit signals 182, 184, 186, one or more of the control signals
452, 454, 456 comprise(s) a transition mode state, which in
the illustrated example comprises a ‘1° or ‘HIGH” state.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the transition mode
state 562 (of FIG. 5) of the respective control signal(s) 452,
454, 456 cause(s) the respective controllable switching ele-
ment(s) 472, 474, 476 to create a reduced resistance circuit
across the respective series resistance element(s) 462, 464,
466 of'the filter component 460. In this manner, the transition
mode state 562 of the respective control signal(s) 452, 454,
456 cause(s) the filter component 460 to be configured to
comprise a lower series resistance, whereby the configuration
filter component 460 operates in a faster recovery mode. As
such, because the filter component 460 is configured to oper-
ate in a faster recovery mode, the DAC module 110 is able to
more quickly recover a stable state following a transition
within the input signal 510. Nevertheless, and as indicated at
522, such a faster recovery mode may result in relatively high
noise characteristics for the DAC module 110.

Following the transition period 512, the input signal 510
enters a stable state period 513 within the digital input signal
510. During this stable state period 513 no transitions occur
within the digital input signal 510, and thus no edges will
occur within the bit signals 182, 184, 186. For the illustrated
example, during the stable state period 513, the filter control
module 410 is arranged to cause the filter component 460 to
operate in a stable state mode, since no edges will be detected
within the bit signal 182, 184, 186 of the digital input 510.
Accordingly, during the stable state period 513 when no
edges are present within the bit signals 182, 184, 186, the
control signal 452, 454, 456 comprises a stable mode state
563, which in the illustrated example comprises a ‘0’ or
‘LOW’ state.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the stable mode state
563 of the control signals 452, 454, 456 causes the control-
lable switching elements 472, 474, 476 to disconnect the
reduced resistance circuits across the series resistance ele-
ments 462, 464, 466 of the filter component 460. In this
manner, the stable mode state 563 of the controls 452, 454,
456 causes the filter component 460 to be configured to com-
prise a higher series resistance, whereby the configuration
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filter component 460 operates in a low noise mode. As such,
during the stable state period 513 within the digital signal
510, the low noise mode enables relatively low noise charac-
teristics to be achieved for the DAC module 110.

For the example illustrated in FIG. 4, the filter control
module 410 is arranged to weightedly modify the RC product
of'the filter component 460 such that the amount by which the
RC product of the filter component 460 is modified is directly
related to the number and ‘significance’ of the bit signals 182,
184, 186 within which edges are detected. Accordingly, in the
first transition period 512, edges may be detected within, say,
only a small number of low significance bits 182, 184, 186
within the digital input of the DAC module 110. As such, the
filter control module 410 is arranged to dynamically modify
the RC product of the filter component 460 by only a rela-
tively small amount (by virtue of the weighted and direct
correlation between the bit signals and series resistance/
switching arrangement for the example illustrated in FIG. 4).
Since the number and significance of the bit signals compris-
ing transitions is relatively low, the amount of recovery
required by the DAC module 110 to achieve a steady state
following such a transition will also be relatively small. Thus,
such a small modification to the RC product may be sufficient
to achieve a required recovery time. Advantageously, by only
configuring a small modification to the RC product of the
filter component 460 in this manner, the noise characteristics
of the DAC module 110 will only be increased by a small
amount; thereby enabling the average noise of the DAC mod-
ule 110 over a complete cycle to remain low, as indicated
generally at 532.

Conversely, for a transition period in which edges are
detected within, say, a larger number of higher significance
bits 182, 184, 186, such as transition period 516, the amount
of recovery required by the DAC module 110 to achieve a
steady state following such a transition may be greater.
Accordingly, the filter control module 410 may be arranged to
dynamically modify the RC product of the filter component
460 by a larger amount. In this manner, the ability of the DAC
module 110 to achieve a steady state is improved, enabling a
required recovery time to be achieved. As will be appreciated,
such an increase in the RC product of the filter component
may result in higher noise characteristics for the DAC module
110, as indicated at 526. As a result, a slight increase in the
average noise of the DAC module 110 may occur for the
corresponding cycle, as illustrated at 536. Nevertheless, the
dynamic modification of the filter characteristics described
above enable good stable state recovery times to be achieved,
whilst also enabling low average noise characteristics for the
DAC module 110 to be achieved.

Referring now to FIG. 6, there is illustrated a simplified
flowchart 600 of an example of a method of dynamically
modifying at least one filter characteristic within a digital to
analogue converter (DAC) module, such as on of the DAC
modules 110 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 4. The method starts at 610,
and moves on to 620 where a digital input of the DAC is
received. Next, at 630, edges within bit signals of the received
digital input are detected The method further comprises
dynamically modifying at least one characteristic of at least
one filter component of the DAC module upon detection of at
least one edge within the at least one bit signal of the received
digital input signal of the DAC module. Specifically for the
illustrated example, if an edge is detected within at least one
bit signal at 630, the method moves on to 640 where a reduced
time constant of the filter component is configured such that
the DAC module is able to operate in a faster recovery mode.
The method then loops back to 620. Referring back to 630, if
no edge is detected within a bit signal of the digital input of the
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DAC module, the method moves on to 650, where an
increased (or default) time constant of the filter component is
configured such that the DAC module is able to operate in a
low noise mode.

In some examples, a tangible computer program product
having executable program code stored therein may embody
examples of the invention, for example in dynamically modi-
fying at least one filter characteristic within a digital to ana-
logue converter (DAC). The program code is operable for,
when executed at a digital to analogue converter (DAC),
receiving a digital input signal; detecting edges within at least
one bit signal of the received digital input signal; and dynami-
cally modifying at least one characteristic of at least one filter
component of the DAC module upon detection of at least one
edge within the at least one bit signal of the received digital
input signal of the DAC module (640).

Thus, examples of a method and apparatus have been
described that enable the filter characteristics of a DAC mod-
ule to be dynamically modified during periods of transition
within bit signals of a digital input of the DAC module, and as
such enable a dynamic operation of the DAC module to be
achieved whereby a dynamically optimized trade-off
between recovery rate and low noise characteristics may be
achieved. Specifically for some examples such as the example
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the described method and appa-
ratus may enable the dynamic adaptation of the value of the
filter time constant to the amplitude of the DAC code change
to optimize the speed/noise ratio.

Advantageously for some examples, no external control
signals are required, for example as may be provided by an
external digital controller. Furthermore, the filter control
module and filter component comprise a fully asynchronous
system, and thus are able to operate even if a system clock is
in standby mode.

Thus, some examples of the present invention enable a low
cost implementation to be provided requiring few compo-
nents, and requiring a small die area. Furthermore, some
examples of the present invention enable a low power imple-
mentation to be provided, in particular during periods when
the digital input DAC code is stable; the implementation
being substantially transparent as regards power consump-
tion.

For some examples, it is contemplated that the inventive
concept may be extended to substantially any relationship
between code variation and filter time constant modification,
whether linear or not. In particular, although a linear relation-
ship between a code variation value and filter time constant
variation has been described herein, it is contemplated that,
for certain conditions, a non-linear function (e.g. LOG or 1/x)
may be implemented, and may provide improved results over
the linear relationship.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been
described with reference to specific examples of embodi-
ments of the invention. It will, however, be evident that vari-
ous modifications and changes may be made therein without
departing from the broader spirit and scope of the invention as
set forth in the appended claims.

For example, the connections as discussed herein may be
any type of connection suitable to transfer signals from or to
the respective nodes, units or devices, for example via inter-
mediate devices. Accordingly, unless implied or stated other-
wise, the connections may for example be direct connections
orindirect connections. The connections may be illustrated or
described in reference to being a single connection, a plurality
of connections, unidirectional connections, or bidirectional
connections. However, different embodiments may vary the
implementation of the connections. For example, separate
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unidirectional connections may be used rather than bidirec-
tional connections and vice versa. Also, plurality of connec-
tions may be replaced with a single connection that transfers
multiple signals serially or in a time multiplexed manner.
Likewise, single connections carrying multiple signals may
be separated out into various different connections carrying
subsets of these signals. Therefore, many options exist for
transferring signals.

Although specific conductivity types or polarity of poten-
tials have been described in the examples, it will be appreci-
ated that conductivity types and polarities of potentials may
be reversed.

Each signal described herein may be designed as positive
or negative logic. In the case of a negative logic signal, the
signal is active low where the logically true state corresponds
to a logic level zero. In the case of a positive logic signal, the
signal is active high where the logically true state corresponds
to a logic level one. Note that any of the signals described
herein can be designed as either negative or positive logic
signals. Therefore, in alternate embodiments, those signals
described as positive logic signals may be implemented as
negative logic signals, and those signals described as negative
logic signals may be implemented as positive logic signals.

Furthermore, the terms ‘assert’ or ‘set’ and ‘negate’ (or
‘de-assert’ or ‘clear’) are used herein when referring to the
rendering of a signal, status bit, or similar apparatus into its
logically true or logically false state, respectively. If the logi-
cally true state is a logic level one, the logically false state is
alogic level zero. And if the logically true state is a logic level
zero, the logically false state is a logic level one.

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the boundaries
between logic blocks are merely illustrative and that alterna-
tive embodiments may merge logic blocks or circuit elements
or impose an alternate decomposition of functionality upon
various logic blocks or circuit elements. Thus, it is to be
understood that the architectures depicted herein are merely
exemplary, and that in fact many other architectures can be
implemented which achieve the same functionality. For
example, for clarity the filter control modules and filter com-
ponents in the illustrated example have been illustrated and
described as separate function modules. However, in practice
the functionality of a filter control module may be incorpo-
rated within the filter component.

Any arrangement of components to achieve the same func-
tionality is effectively ‘associated’ such that the desired func-
tionality is achieved. Hence, any two components herein
combined to achieve a particular functionality can be seen as
‘associated with’ each other such that the desired functional-
ity is achieved, irrespective of architectures or intermediary
components. Likewise, any two components so associated
can also be viewed as being ‘operably connected,” or ‘oper-
ably coupled,” to each other to achieve the desired function-
ality.

Furthermore, those skilled in the art will recognize that
boundaries between the above described operations merely
illustrative. The multiple operations may be combined into a
single operation, a single operation may be distributed in
additional operations and operations may be executed at least
partially overlapping in time. Moreover, alternative embodi-
ments may include multiple instances of a particular opera-
tion, and the order of operations may be altered in various
other embodiments.

However, other modifications, variations and alternatives
are also possible. The specifications and drawings are,
accordingly, to be regarded in an illustrative rather than in a
restrictive sense.
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In the claims, any reference signs placed between paren-
theses shall not be construed as limiting the claim. The word
‘comprising’ does not exclude the presence of other elements
or steps then those listed in a claim. Furthermore, the terms ‘a’
or ‘an,” as used herein, are defined as one or more than one.
Also, the use of introductory phrases such as ‘atleast one’ and
‘one or more’ in the claims should not be construed to imply
that the introduction of another claim element by the indefi-
nite articles ‘a’ or ‘an’ limits any particular claim containing
such introduced claim element to inventions containing only
one such element, even when the same claim includes the
introductory phrases ‘one or more’ or ‘at least one’ and indefi-
nite articles such as ‘a’ or ‘an.’ The same holds true for the use
of definite articles. Unless stated otherwise, terms such as
“first’ and ‘second’ are used to arbitrarily distinguish between
the elements such terms describe. Thus, these terms are not
necessarily intended to indicate temporal or other prioritiza-
tion of such elements. The mere fact that certain measures are
recited in mutually different claims does not indicate that a
combination of these measures cannot be used to advantage.

The invention claimed is:

1. An integrated circuit device comprising a digital to ana-
logue converter (DAC) module, the DAC module comprising:

a current replicator component comprising:

a first channel terminal, a second channel terminal; and
a reference voltage terminal arranged to receive a refer-
ence voltage signal, wherein the current replicator
component is arranged to moderate a current flowing
between the first and second channel terminals based
atleast partly on the received reference voltage signal;
a filter component operably coupled to the reference volt-
age terminal of the current replicator component and
arranged to perform filtering of the reference voltage
signal; and

a filter control module, wherein the filter control module is

arranged to:

detect a state change of a digital input of the DAC mod-
ule; and

dynamically modify a characteristic of the filter compo-
nent in response to detecting said stage change.

2. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the filter
control module is arranged to detect an edge within bit signal
of said digital signal.

3. The integrated circuit device of claim 1, wherein the
filter control module causes the filter component to operate in
a transition mode when dynamically modifying the charac-
teristic of the filter component.

4. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the filter
control module is further arranged to cause the filter compo-
nent to operate in a stable state mode when said state change
is not detected.

5. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the filter
control module is arranged to dynamically reduce a time
constant of the filter component upon detection of said state
change.

6. The integrated circuit device of claim 4 wherein the filter
component comprises a series resistance capacitance filter,
and the filter control module is arranged to dynamically
reduce a series resistance characteristic of the filter compo-
nent upon detection of said state change.

7. The integrated circuit device of claim 6 wherein the filter
component comprises a controllable switching element oper-
ably coupled in parallel with a series resistance element of the
filter component.

8. The integrated circuit device of claim 7 wherein the
controllable switching element is arranged to selectively cre-
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ate a reduced resistance circuit across the series resistance
element in accordance with a control signal output by the
filter control module.

9. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the filter
control module comprises a plurality of edge detector com-
ponents, each edge detector component being arranged to
detect an edge within a bit signal of the digital input of the
DAC module.

10. The integrated circuit device of claim 9 wherein the
filter control module is arranged to dynamically modify a
characteristic of the component upon detection of an edge
within a bit signal by the edge detector components.

11. The integrated circuit device of claim 10 wherein a
number of the plurality of edge detector components are
arranged to output an edge detection signal comprising an
indication of whether an edge has been detected within the
respective bit signal; and

the filter control module further comprises at least one of an

OR gate and a NOR gate, the at least one OR gate and
NOR gate being arranged to receive the indication out-
put by the number of edge detector components and to
output a control signal.

12. The integrated circuit device of claim 11 wherein the at
least one OR gate and NOR gate outputs a control signal that
dynamically modifies a characteristic of the filter component
upon an edge detector component outputting an indication of
an edge being detected within a bit signal.

13. The integrated circuit device of claim 11 wherein a
number of the edge detector components is/are arranged to
output an edge detection signal comprising an indication of
whether an edge has been detected within the respective bit
signal; and

wherein the filter control module is arranged to output a

plurality of control signals comprising the edge detec-
tion signals to weightedly modify a characteristic of the
filter component upon detection of an edge within a bit
signal by an edge detector component of the plurality of
edge detector components.

14. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the
DAC module further comprises a reference component com-
prising a first channel terminal, a second channel terminal,
and a reference voltage terminal.

15. The integrated circuit device of claim 14 wherein the
current reference component is arranged to generate the ref-
erence voltage signal at the reference voltage terminal thereof
based at least partly on a reference current flowing between
the first and second channel terminals thereof.
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16. The integrated circuit device of claim 14 of wherein the
filter component is operably coupled between the reference
voltage terminal of the current reference component and the
reference voltage terminal of the current replicator compo-
nent.

17. The integrated circuit device of claim 1 wherein the
DAC module comprises a current steering DAC for control-
ling a biasing current within a radio frequency device.

18. A digital to analogue converter (DAC) module com-
prising:

a current replicator component comprising:

a first channel terminal;

a second channel terminal; and

a reference voltage terminal arranged to receive a refer-
ence voltage signal, wherein the current replicator
component is arranged to moderate a current flowing
between the first and second channel terminals based
atleast partly on the received reference voltage signal;

a filter component operably coupled to the reference volt-

age terminal of the current replicator component and
arranged to perform filtering of the reference voltage
signal; and

a filter control module arranged to: detect a state change of

a digital input of the DAC module; and dynamically
modify a characteristic of the filter component.

19. A method of dynamically modifying a filter character-
istic within a digital to analogue converter (DAC) module, the
method comprising:

receiving a digital input signal of the DAC module;

detecting edges within a bit signal of the received digital

input signal of the DAC module; and

dynamically modifying a characteristic of a filter compo-

nent of the DAC module upon detection of a state change
of the received digital input signal of the DAC module
based on a detected edge within the bit signal of the
received digital input signal.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

receiving at a reference voltage terminal of a current rep-

licator component of the DAC module, a reference volt-
age signal, wherein the current replicator component is
arranged to moderate a current flowing between first and
second channel terminals of the current replicator com-
ponent based at least partly on the received reference
voltage signal; and

filtering, at a filter component, the reference voltage signal.
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